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to the revision of our own social commitments in a strongly competitive 
society. In just one decade newspapers, the radio and the television have 
spread and adapted amidst huge mutations of an economic, political, social 
and cultural order. There is an avalanche of news in all the mass media. And 
the question is whether this avalanche nullifies the audience's capacity to 
ask questions about what it is receiving, In this circumstance, the general 
public should be given guarantees about the reliability and solvency of what 
it reads, sees and hears every day. 
The author concludes that if "up until now we have managed to use 
journalism to contribute to the arrival of democracy" we should use 
journalism to do somethi ng else to encourage and preserve it. The 
Deontological Code promoted by the CoJ.legi de Periodistes de Catalunya is 
the first spontaneous, collective and organised answer in favour of a certain 
clarification of the posture of the media with regard to the new pressure 
from the technological and economic environment. 
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The author, a television journalist, provides on in-depth analysis of the 
meaning and the scope of television; its power, its ethics and the criticism it 
receives from the other media. 
The joumalist refers to the recent events in Alcàsser. After that triple crime, 
he states, "there will always be a before and an after" in the way that 
television is understood. Alcàsser became the most important topic of 
popular conversation for a few days. However, for two weeks it was 
impossible to go into any Newspaper office without hearing assessments of 
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the situation which had been created. The profession was immersed in a 
debate on self-control. Catalan journalists had only recently approved the 
Deontological Code. The author considers that Alcàsser could well be a 
pretext, like a "lightning conductor" causing the storm to break. Television 
came in for criticism from all angles. 
In this text Alsius describes the conduct of some newspapers in those 
nightmarish days as "confusing and having a double standard". Newspapers 
in Madrid and Barcelona criticised the information given by the television 
about the Alcàsser events while they themselves published morbid details 
about the same story. 
After severa! reflections on the different levels of television criticism, the 
writer recalis the great power of television, a medium which "is a 
representation of reality" but not reality itself. The T.V. is often an "open 
window looking out onto the world", and depending on how it is made and by 
whom, it will show us one view or another. lt is also the communications 
medium with the biggest and most heterogeneous audience. That is why work 
on television should be governed by ethical and deontological standards. 
However, who and in the name of what should decide what the general public 
may be allowed to see? The television journalist is also affected by three 
major upheavals: The importance of information in a democracy, the 
technical revolution and a huge information market where financial interests 
and political pressures are intermingled.Politicians: a world which soaks up 
the worst surrounded by people who feel the finger pointing at them. 
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